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The Curriculum  
The new LifeSkills Curriculum combines LifeSkills, PSHE, Careers, Citizenship and Enterprise is designed to compliment all other areas of 
the school. Due to all of our students are individuals and we feel they should have a curriculum that can be tailored around their needs as 
well as fulfilling DofE requirements. Therefore the new curriculum is comprised of 7 strands, each strand breaks down into smaller units 

and learning intentions, which are specially designed to broaden a students knowledge and understanding.

My Environment/ Keeping safe 

Keeping myself healthy & clean 

Being me & expressing myself 

Being a good citizen 

The learning intentions are split into ‘Gaining Awareness’, ‘Developing Knowledge’ and ‘Securing Understanding’, to allow staff to see at 
a glance students understanding of any one unit. Staff will choose what units and learning intentions are the most appropriate for the 

individual based on their ability and needs.

My relationships 

Exploring the world of work 

My financial future 

*SEB groups may choose to follow units to compliment 
their curriculum however individual MAPP targets will be 

used for assessment  
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The flat is a whole school fully stocked resource 
based in Redwood. It comprises of a working kitchen, 
wet room and bedroom/ living area. 

The flat is available for any group to use to help 
students cement skills learnt in the classroom in a 
simulated home setting. 

Working in small groups students practice activities 
that include: 

Making simple snacks and drinks 

Using domestic appliances such as a washing 
machine to wash clothing and bedding or a 
dishwasher for equipment they have used to make a 
snack 

Completing personal hygiene activities  

Making a bed 

Completing other domestic tasks such as cleaning all 
aspects of the home  

Pictorial and written instructions for most tasks are 
available to help students complete the activities   
with less adult support. 

The Flat 

We believe that caring for a pet is a very 
important skill to our students. It encourages 

respect, compassion and responsibility as well 
as providing stress relief and improving mental 

health outcomes. 

This is why in the flat living room we have our 
school pets ‘Sheldon’, a red foot tortoise, and 

our 2 new additions, a male and a female 
bearded dragon (who will be named by 

student council soon). 
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Financial education is a very important 
aspect of students learning as they prepare 
for adulthood.  

Part of this is experiencing enterprise 
sessions. 

Students will plan what they would like to 
produce and sell. They are encouraged to 
think of a company name, design a logo 
and marketing as well as research 
costings.  

Enterprise  Sustainable Living & 
Horticulture Area  

Helping the environment is very 
important to ensure sustainability 
for our future generations.  

Coming soon... a new bespoke 
purpose built horticulture area. The aim of 
this resource is to allow students to learn 
about growing their own fruit and vegetables as 
well as composting and recycling used/ old 

materials. 

In the future we also aim to have some ex-
battery chickens living in this area giving us 
access to eggs to use in our enterprises. 

Other opportunities 
to practice LifeSkills 
Staff lunches - students will practice their food 
preparation and hygiene skills by planning and preparing 
lunches to be sold to staff regularly. All items/dishes 
made will be what students could realistically make in the 
future either with or without support. 

Future Pathways 
advice and guidance  

Vicky McManus-Prendergast our future pathways adviser 
will be based regularly in our ‘shop’. She offers advice on all 
aspects of preparing for leaving Redwood and moving onto 
further education, careers, apprenticeships or adult 
services. She will use the ‘shop’, ‘flat’ and ‘office’ to help 
students experience and practice skills for their future. This 
includes practicing interview skills and signposting where to 
get more information on the students choices for the future.
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The shop 
We have recently set up a new ‘shop’ in 
school. This area is specifically set up to 
increase students social skills, communication 
skills as well as their functional literacy and numeracy skills. 
The aim is to expand upon the skills they have already learnt in 
the classroom and give them the opportunity to practice them 
in real life simulated environment.  

Students will work in the shop on a rota system and sell: tuck 
shop items, enterprise products, check out library books and 
staff lunches that students have prepared. We hope that 
groups will also book out this area to prepare and serve items 
such as hot beverages and simple refreshments to visitors. 

There is a comfy seated area for students to practice 
socialising together in more of quiet ‘adult-like’ setting.  

They will practice exchanging money for items, social 
interaction with customers/ visitors, stock taking and other 
work related tasks.  

The hope is that we can combine the house 
point system into this area by allowing 
students to exchange the points they have 
‘banked’ for tangible rewards - aiming to 
improve behaviour, effort, financial 

responsibility and show students that as in 
real life work is rewarding. 

For more information please contact 
Mark Dale - LifeSkills Lead
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Alternative Group Moorland Home 
(28th-29th March)

Children’s Adventure Farm
(April 29th –  May 3rd)

KS3 Moorland Home Residential 
(June 3rd – June 7th)

KS4 Calvert Trust Residential 
(June 17th – June 21st)

KS4 Moorland Home Residential
 (June 24th – June 28th)

Post 16 Calvert Trust Residential 
(July 8th – July 12th)

Internship – Liverpool 
(Date TBC)

2019 Dates  Residentials 
Developing LifeSkills outside the classroom    
Educational residential visits are an integral part of the 
entitlement of every student to an effective and 
balanced curriculum. These well planned visits 
enhance learning and improve attainment, and so 
form a key part of what makes Redwood School a 
supportive and effective learning environment.  These 
residential visits aid ‘learning outside the classroom’ 
and contribute significantly to raising standards and 
improving pupils’ personal, social and emotional 
development’ whilst developing valuable LifeSkills.. 

Types of activities that 
take place 
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